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Abstract           Elm is a quite frequent tree species that can be found in the 
streets or green spaces of Timisoara. There are some parks in the town 
where you can find this species, generally in smaller numbers. Elm tres 
existed in the area of today Timisoara for a long time. Though it is rarely used 
for rows on the sides of the streets, you can still find it in many places. Ulmus 
can be found mainly in parks and private domains, generally isolated, 
sometimes in small groops.  
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Ulmus L. Genus 

Elm  

The 30 or so species in this genus of trees occur 

naturally in temperate regions of the northern 

hemisphere. During the 1920s and 1930s, and again in 

the 1960s and 1970s, elm trees in Europe and North 

America were devastated by Dutch elm disease, caused 

by the fungus Ophiostoma ulmi, which is transmitted 

by the elm bark beetle. Except for a few East Asian 

species, they are deciduous, turning yellow in autumn. 

The leaves are usually one-sided at the base, with 

prominent, parallel lateral veins and regularly toothed 

margins; the small, disc-like fruits have a membranous 

wing and are carried in cluster. Most elms are large 

limbed with furrowed gray bark and high, domed 

crowns.  

Cultivation: Mostly very frost hardy, they require cool 

to cold winters and prefer full sun and deep, moist, 

fertile soil. Propagate from semi-ripe cuttings in 

summer, from sucker or by grafting or budding in fall. 

They can be propagated from seed in fall, but the 

germination rate is often low.  

Indigenous elms: Ulmus minor Mill, (Ulmus foliacea 

Gilip, Ulmus Glabra Mill, Ulmus campestris, Ulmus 

carpinifolia Gled.)  Small leaved elm,  

Ulmus procera, Salisb. , English elm.  

Ulmus glabra Huds. (Ulmus Montana With, Ulmus 

scabra Mill ) Scoth mountain elm  

Ulmus laevis Pall (Ulmus effusa Willd.) Spreading 

branched elm  

Justitiei Park (Park of Justice) is situated in the center 

of Timisoara, near the town hall, in an area surrounded  

by large boulevards and on one part by the river Bega. 

The park has nice old trees of different species, while 

the grassy areas are smaller in size. There are some 

monuments too. The total surface of the Ulmus 

campestris tree crowns is 360m
2
. There are 13 

individuals belonging to this species in the park. Their 

ages are between 30 and 60 years. Their height is 

between 13 and 15m. The diameter of the tree crowns 

is between 6 and 9m. The trees are situated mainly in 

the centre of the park, and near Savineti str., which is 

bordering the park.    

Copiilor (Childrens) Park is situated in Timisoara on 

the bank of the river Bega near the centre of the town.  

It has nice old trees of different species and used to 

have playgrounds for children.  There are 31 Ulmus 

campestris trees in the park, and one Ulmus campestris 

suberosa, aged between 30 and 60 years. The height of 

the elm  trees is between 7 and 9m. The total surface of 

the tree crowns is 515 m
2
. The diameter of the crowns 

is 3 to 4m.
 
The trees are located in different parts of the 

green space.  

Centrul Civic (Civic Center) Park, is situated in the 

center of Timisoara, behind Bega Store House. The 

green space appeared forty years ago, when the region 

was rebuilt after the demolition of an old building. 

There are 4 Ulmus minor trees in the park. The trees 

are 10 to 20 years old, 7 to 11m high. The total surface 

of the tree crowns is 250 m
2
. The diameter of the trees 

crowns is between 4 and 7m. The trees were planted all 

over the green space. When the park was created 40 

years ago the tree species were mixed equally in the 

whole area. Civic Center Park is rather a transit area 

than a place where people come to walk in their free 

time.   

Alpinet Park is situated on the bank of the river Bega, 

in central town. It is not a great green space, but it has a 

nice design, and contains many species of trees and 

shrubs.  There are 3 Ulmus montana individuals in the 

park, and 2 Ulmus campestris individuals. The total 

surface of the tree crowns is 46m
2
. The trees are aged 

between 10 and 20 years. The height of the trees is 9 to 

11m. The diameter of the tree crowns is between 4 and 

6m. The trees are situated near Splaiul Tudor 

Vladimirescu alley, and 1 Decembrie boulervard, 

which are bordering the park.  

Central Park, (Parcul central) is probably the oldest 

park in Timisoara, with a history of 150 years. It is 

situated in the center of the town near the orthodox 

cathedral. Its central part is geometrical and 

monumental, while the rest is more natural. There are 

statues, flower beds, fountains and pergolas in the park. 
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48 Ulmus campestris trees exist in the park. The total 

surface of the tree crowns is 932m
2
. The trees are aged 

between 10 and 40 years. The height of the trees is 6 to 

8m. The diameter of the tree crowns is between 3 and 

5m. The trees are situated mainly near Bul. 

Politehnicii, and Splaiul Titulescu str., which are 

bordering the park. 

Elm trees can be found all over the town, on the side of 

lanes, in parks, in alleys, but mainly in the old parks of 

Timisoara. They are quite a common species in 

Timisoara. Ulmus trees represent a great ecological and 

esthetic value wherever they are located. The trees 

have a nice shape, and contribute a lot to the outlook of 

the areas where they are planted. In certain places elm 

trees are avoided because of their great height at 

maturity. Indeed elm trees can have impressive height 

at old age. In Timisoara exist very high old individuals. 

They have great esthetic value.  

 

Results and Discussions 

 

Ulmus minor is an important species, present in many 

green spaces of Timisoara, but generally in smaller 

numbers. It is a relatively heat loving species, resistant 

to frost and dryness. It adapts easily to different soil 

humidity.  Ulmus glabra is a less heat loving species, 

but more sensitive to atmospheric humidity, rainfall, 

and soil humidity. Ulmus glabra var. pendula has 

esthetic qualities.    

Elm trees contribute a lot to the outlook of certain 

urban areas. There are trees which are very old and 

have a great visual and ecological value, while others 

are younger. The species is present in all important 

parks of Timisoara, and can be found in many streets 

also, though they are not used in rows, only 

individually, because of their height and roots which 

destroy pavements. Their numbers and importance are 

variable. They are present mainly in old park in the 

town center. The individuals are sometimes 

concentrated near building or streets, where have been 

planted years ago with a special purpose. Elm trees are 

considered generally being nice, and their presence is 

appreciated especially in central parts of the town in 

green areas. The size of the tree at maturity, can 

represent a problem in certain situations. At maturity 

the trees belonging to this species get higher than most 

of the other surrounding trees, and this way become 

conspicuous. Still the present study showed that most 

old valuable Ulmus are situated in Timisoara in a 

couple of places, especially in central parks, for 

example in Central Park, and Copiilor Park.  

 

Conclusions 
 

Elm trees are present in nearly all the parks of 

Timisoara, generally in smaller numbers, as well as in 

some streets. The species is present in the central parks 

of the town where many valuable plants have been 

planted during the years.  

The trees have ages up to 80 years and according 

features, but many are young. The great majority of 

Ulmus trees in Timisoara are Ulmus campestris. Other 

Ulmus trees can be found only isolated and in small 

numbers. In forests the longevity of the trees is 100-

200 years, but in urban conditions is about 120 years. 

They have ecologic and esthetic value.  Ulmus minor 

can live up to 300 years. 
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Ulmus minor Mill. (U. foliacea Gilib., U. carpinifolia Gled.) 

 

 

Ulmus procera Salisb. 

 
 

 
Ulmus glabra Huds. (U. montana With., U. scabra Mill.) 

 


